CIBERESP, like the other CIBERs in Spain, is considered as a new type of research organization whose main objective is to add critical mass by agglutinating assets from different institutions, and to function as a research network.
CIBERESP is organized in various areas according to research field: -Infectious diseases and international health, -Chronic diseases, -Environmental, occupational and reproductive health, and -Evaluation of health policy and services.
One of the aims of the CIBERs ESP is to strengthen already excellent research groups by expanding their collaborative activities and finances and, ultimately, increase the research output and productivity of participating groups and therefore of Spain as a whole. Another aim of CIBERESP is to organize activities for the transfer of knowledge.
In May 2008, in Barcelona, the area of infectious diseases and international health organized a workshop aimed at reviewing the situation of measles, rubella and mumps in Spain and internationally. The workshop was directed at staff working in the surveillance of immunopreventable diseases from the Spanish Autonomous Regions and from the National Centers of Epidemiology and Microbiology, microbiologists, pediatricians, general practitioners and other professionals involved in the detection and control of these diseases.
The workshop was organized as a series of round tables on measles, rubella and mumps and the contents of these presentations, enriched by the comments of attendees, are now presented as original articles or reviews.
Because experience gained from control and elimination programs is useful not only for the specific disease at which they are aimed, but also for other diseases, we hope that the articles in this special issue will be of interest for all those working in the prevention and control of immunopreventable diseases.
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